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Introduction 
 
Containers and their cargoes can carry and facilitate the introduction and spread of pests that may 
pose a serious risk to agriculture, forestry, and natural resources. 
 

Minimizing visible pest contamination of containers and their cargoes is a shared responsibility of the 
parties in the international containerized supply chains. By applying best practices, built around the 
“custodial responsibility” approach – which is described in the draft revised Recommendation before 

CPM-18 on “Minimizing the pest risk associated with the sea-container pathway” -  these parties 
can keep containers and their cargoes clean from visible pests. This will help to prevent the 
introduction and spread of pests through international commerce. 
 
Revised Joint Industry Guidelines for Cleaning of Containers 
 
The packing of sea containers with cargo is the most likely stage in the sea container supply chain at 
which pest contamination can occur. Shippers and packers should therefore implement measures 
designed around the packing process. However, others in the international container supply chains 
should also implement measures to reduce the risk of pest contamination designed for when the 
container is in their control.  
 
The Revised Joint Industry Guidelines, reproduced in the Annex, provide guidance on how this may be 
achieved by the various container custodians in the supply chain while in their custody. Compared to 
earlier versions of the Guidelines, this new version describes in much more detail the applicability of 
the custodial responsibility approach to both containers packed with cargo and empty containers.  
 
The Guidelines may also be accessed via the WSC’s website at Pests — World Shipping Council.  
 
The development of the Guidelines was led by the World Shipping Council (WSC) in cooperation with 
Bureau International des Containers (BIC), and was supported by Container Owners Association (COA), 
International Cargo Handling Coordination Association (ICHCA) and the Institute of International 
Container Lessors (IICL).  
 

 

#  #  # 

 

https://www.worldshipping.org/pests
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