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1. Introduction

The regional workshop for the review of draft International Standards for

Phytosanitary Measures (ISPMs) is an annual activity which contracting parties are called
upon to implement. This meeting came up after the publication of the 2011 draft ISPMs by
IPPC for comments. It is the third meeting to be organized by the Inter-African Phytosanitary
Council of African Union (AU-IAPSC).
The purpose of the workshop was to provide participants from African countries with a
regional forum to review and discuss the 2011draft ISPMs and annexes. These discussions
would help participants gain a better understanding of these proposed standards and provide a
basis for the development and submission of national comments. The workshop covered
seven draft ISPMs and annexes.

During this meeting, participants (annex2) from African contracting parties, FAO,
AU-IAPSC had to review and provide inputs to draft ISPMs. Access to the Online
Consultation System was difficult due to poor and /or no internet services. Thus available
templates of draft ISPMs for submission of comments were properly and carefully filled by
the groups upon appropriate discussions and presented in the plenary for adoption by
consensus.

It is expected that the templates containing comments from the participants will be
submitted through IPPC’s contact point of African countries to the secretariat. It should be
recalled that, the official deadline for comments for all National Plant Protection
Organizations (NPPOs) and / or Regional Plant Protection Organizations is September 30,
2011.

2. Opening ceremony
Three allocutions marked the opening ceremony (annex 4):

e Remarks on behalf of the FAO Regional Office for Africa by Dr. Winfred.N.O.
Hammond FAO Representative in Rwanda (Annex 4.1.);

e Welcome address by Dr. .Jean-Gérard MEZUI M’ELLA, Director of AU-IAPSC
(Annex4.2.) and

e Opening speech by Mr.Grégoire NGOUA ASSOUMOU, Director General of
Agriculture, Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Fishery and Rural Development
of Gabon (Annex4.3).

3. Overview of the IPPC

Mr. Marcel Bakak, member of Standard Committee (SC) briefed participants on an
overview of IPPC, ISPMs, and the standards setting process. He emphasized on opportunities
for member participation and member consultation process. The IPPC adopted in 1951 and
revised in 1979 and 1997 respectively, currently has 177 members and aimed at protecting the
world’s plants against pests. The author also highlighted on the IPPC key principles,
obligations of contracting parties, its administrative framework (CPM, NPPO, RPPO and
secretariat). He also discussed the Standard Committee (SC), the Expert working groups, the
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Technical panels (TPs), subsidiary body on dispute settlement, the ISPM and steps in the
standard setting process. Participants were encouraged to get train on how to use online
comment system.

4. Adoption of the agenda
The agenda was adopted with little modifications as per (annex1)
5. Organization of working groups and election of the bureau

Participants were grouped into two; English and French speaking.
The meeting elected Mrs. Ruth WOOD as chairperson, and Mr. Maanda Rambauli and Mrs.
Touré Fanta Diallo as Rapporteurs for respectively, the first and second group. Moreover
Facilitators of the meeting were Mr. Bakak and Kouameé.

6. Review and discussion of 2011 draft ISPMs and Annexes

The following seven draft ISPMs and annexes were reviewed and comments recorded
in available templates:

e Draft amendments to ISPM 5. Glossary of phytosanitary terms (1994-001);

e Draft revision to Supplement no. 1. Guidelines on the interpretation and
application of the concept of official control for regulated pests (Not widely
distributed) of ISPM 5. Glossary of phytosanitary terms (2005-008);

e Draft annex 4 to ISPM 11:2004. Pest risk analysis for plants as quarantine pest
and consequential changes in core text of ISPM 11:2004 (2005-001);

e Draft revision to Annex 1 of ISPM 15:2009. Approved treatments associated
with wood packaging material (2006-011);

e Draft Annex to ISPM 27:2006: Trogoderma granarium (2004-006);

e Draft Annex to ISPM 28:2007. Vapour heat treatment of Cucumis melo var.
reticulatus for Bactrocera cucurbitae (2006-110) and

e Draft Annex to ISPM 28:2007. Heat treatment of wood packaging material
using dielectric heat (2007-114).

Drafts were reviewed and adopted by consensus one after another by each group before
being taken to the plenary session. These comments (substantive, translation or editorial)
were recorded on the template of the said draft by the rapporteur. Each group at the end of
reviewing individual draft and annexes took time to re-examine the entire comments of draft
templates before taking them to the plenary session.

During the plenary session, both rapporteurs of the groups read their respective reports and
they were adopted by consensus by participants. The comments on the seven drafts are in the
templates layouts which are attached as annexe.3, to this report.

7. Adoption of the Report

The two groups (English and French speaking) presented in the plenary, results of
their work, regarding the review of draft ISPMs which were approved by consensus. The
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main task is left to the NPPO official focal points of IPPC to coordinate national consultation
prior for submission to the secretariat before September 30, 2011.

8. Recommendations

Mindful of difficulties encountered during this meeting, with regard to internet
access for online comment systems, one draft standard only in English language, and
non stabilities of officials in charge of standards in NPPOs, participants at the
workshop recommended the following major points to be considered by the power that
be to help improve effective participation of African countries to phytosanitary
standards implementation and to draft standards review and setting process:

e Capacity building of African NPPOs with regard to the use of Online Commenting
System of draft standards, implementation of adopted standards should be done;

e All draft ISPMs should be translated in French language to ease French speaking
understanding of these drafts standards prior for appropriate comments;

e At countries level there should be no longer frequent transfer of officials in charge of
standards within NPPQOs, such as to capitalize on their scientific experience provided
by IAPSC and other partners, thanks to the financial support of partners and donors
institutions.

9. Other Business

No pertinent issues were brought up, apart from the way forward, regarding
sustainable funding of this activity within the continent. IAPSC was encouraged to work hard
with partners like FAO to secure funds for the next year consultation meeting.

10. Date and Venue of the Next Session

Participants proposed that, the next year's meeting should be held in Lomé-Togo
during the period of July—September 2012. IAPSC was requested in partnership with the FAO
to search for funds prior to the organization of the meeting.

11. Closing ceremony

Closing remarks were given respectively by Dr.Winfred .N.O. Hammond FAO
Representative in Rwanda and Dr. Jean Gérard MEZUI MELLA, Director of 1APSC.
Participants were thanked for their valuable contributions and encouraged to coordinate the
submission of national country comments to the IPPC Secretariat. AU-IAPSC was also
thanked for their special contribution, which helped make the workshop possible by providing
logistics. Finally it was noted that experience and continuity were achieved by having the
same person participates each year. The group benefited from the expertise of many
participants having different disciplines and experiences.
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Annexl. Agenda

PanAfrican NPPOs Meeting on the Review of Drafts International Standards for
Phytosanitary Measures
13-16 September, 2011
Libreville, Gabon

Tuesday, 13 September 2011

Session 1.
8.30 —10.00 am: Registration

10.00 — 10.30 am: Opening Session

Welcome address;:  NPPO, Gabon

Remarks: FAO
Remarks: EU
Address: Jean-Gérard MEZUI M’ELLA, Director, AU-IAPSC

Opening speech: Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development of Gabon
GROUP PHOTO
10:30 - 11.00 a.m Coffee/Tea
Session 2.
11.00-11:30am  Overview of workshop: IAPSC
-Adoption of agenda
-Local and logistical information

-Introduction — Objective and expected outputs of the workshop

-Overview of the IPPC: IPPC representative

11.30-1.00 p.m Session 3: Review of Draft ISPMs (in 2 groups: Anglophone and
Francophone)

Election of Bureau (Chairperson and rapporteurs)

1. .Amendments to ISPM 5 Glossary of phytosanitary terms



1.00 -2.00 p.m Lunch

2.00 - 3.30: 2. Review of ISPM 5 Glossary of phytosanitary terms

Supplement No.1: Guidelines on the interpretation and application of
the concept of official control for regulated pests

3:30—3.45 pm Coffee/Tea

3.45-5:30 pm: Revision to ISPM 5 Glossary of phytosanitary terms

Supplement No.1: Guidelines on the interpretation and application of
the concept of official control for regulated pests C’td

Wednesday, 14 September 2011

8.30-10.30 am 3. Annex 4 Pest risk analysis for plants as quarantine pests to ISPM
11: 2004 and consequential core text changes to ISPM 11: 2004

10.30 — 11:00 am Coffee/Tea

11:00 - 1:00 pm Annex 4 Pest risk analysis for plants as quarantine pests to ISPM 11:
2004 and consequential core text changes to ISPM 11: 2004 C’td

1:00 — 2:00 pm Lunch

2:00-3:30 pm 4. Revision of Annex to ISPM 15 Approved treatments associated with
wood packaging material

3:30 - 3.45 pm Coffee/Tea

3.45-5.30 pm Revision of Annex to ISPM 15 Approved treatments associated with

wood packaging material Ct’d

Thursday, 15 September 2011
8.30 — 10.30 am 5. Annex to ISPM 27: 2006 Trogoderma granarium

10.30 - 11:00 am Coffee/Tea
11:00 — 1:00 pm Annex to ISPM 27: 2006 Trogoderma granarium Ct’d

1:00 — 2:00 pm Lunch
2:00 — 3:30 pm: 6. Annex to ISPM 28: 2007 Vapour heat treatment of Cucumis melo

var. reticulans for Bactrocera cucurbitae



3:30—3.45 pm Coffee/Tea

3.45-5.30 pm: Annex to ISPM 28: 2007 Vapour heat treatment of Cucumis melo var.

reticulans for Bactrocera cucurbitae Ct’d

Friday, 16 September 2011

8.30 —09.30 am 7. Annex to ISPM 28: Heat treatment of wood packaging material
using dielectric heat

9.30-10.30: 4: Topics for New Standards & Priorities for Standards

10.30 - 11:00 am Coffee/Tea

11.00 - 1.00 am: Preparation of groups’ reports

1:00 — 2:00 pm Lunch

2:00 — 3:30 pm: Session 5: Reports of the 2 groups and discussion

3:30 — 4.00 pm Session 6 Organization of future regional workshops on draft
ISPMs (2012 session)

-tentative date and venue 2011 consultation
-identification of sponsors
-funding strategy

4.00 —4.30 pm: Session 7: Closing of the workshop



Annex?2

List of Participants

Pan African NPPOs Meeting on the Review of Drafts International Standards for
Phytosanitary Measures
13-16 September, 2011

Libreville, Gabon

NO

Country/
Institutions

NAME and function

Addresses : Phone, Fax and E-mail)

1 Afrique du Sud Mr. Maanda Rambauli, Tel: +27 12 319 6164
Manager, Directorate Plant Fax: +27 12 319 6101/6025
Health Email: MaandaR@daff.gov.za
Address: Harvest House, 482
30 Hamilton Street
Department of Agriculture, Forestry &
Fisheries
Republic of South Africa
2 | Centrafrique M. Aimé Pascal Ministere du Développement Rural et
NGOUMBANGO-NZABE, Ir. de I'Agriculture
Agron, B.P. 786
Directeur de la Protection des | Bangui - RCA
Végétaux Fax:236 2161 19 97
Email : ngounze@yahoo.fr
3 | Cote d'Ivoire M. Lucien Konan KOUAME, BP V.07 ABIDJAN
Directeur de la Protection des | Tél: 225 20 22 22 60/07 90 37 54
Végétaux du Contrdle et de la | Fax: 22520 21 20 32
Qualité Email : isysphyt@aviso.ci /
|_kouame@yahoo.fr
4 Gabon Mme. MINKO Séraphine, Ministere de I'Agriculture, de I'Elevage,
Chef de Service de la de la Péche et du Développement Rural
Protection des Végétaux Libreville — Gabon
B.P. 8952
Tél: (241) 06 63 47 95 / (241) 07 17 14
27
E-mail : minkoseraphine@yahoo.fr
5 | Gabon Mr.Ollomo Ella Jean Hubert Ministere de I'Agriculture
Agent a la Direction Générale | Tel : 04154578
de I'Agriculture 05310298
E-mail : Ojeanhubert@yahoo.fr
6 | Ghana Mrs. Ruth WOODE E-mail : wooderuth@yahoo.com
7 Lesotho Mr. LEFULESELE LEBESA c/0

Department of Agric. Research
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mailto:isysphyt@aviso.ci
mailto:l_kouame@yahoo.fr
mailto:minkoseraphine@yahoo.fr
mailto:Ojeanhubert@yahoo.fr
mailto:wooderuth@yahoo.com

P.O.Box. 829

Maseru — 100, Lesotho

Tel: 266 22 31 23 95

Cell : 266 58843373

Fax: 266 22 310 362

E-mail : etjelele@yahoo.co.uk

7 | Malawi Mr. David Kamangira, Department of Agricultural Research
Assitant Director Responsible | Services, P.O.Box. 30779 Lilongwe 3,
for Agricultural Regulatory & | Malawi
Advisory Services Tel: +265 01 471 527

Mob: +265 888 342 712
Fax: +265 1 707 378
E-mail: davidkamangira@yahoo.com

8 | Mali Mme. Touré Fanta Diallo Tél: +223 20 22 24 04/20 22 80 24
Chef de Bureau Suivi Fax:+223 20224812
Evaluation a I'Office de la E-mail : tourefantadiallo@hotmail.fr
Protection des Végétaux

9 | Nigeria Wintola Olusola Nigerial Agricultural Quarantine Service
Head germplasm health unit | PMB 5672

Moor Plantation Ibadan

Tel: +234-8037192894

E-mail: olusola2004@yahoo.co.uk
nagsquarantine@yahoo.com

10 | République Monsieur MAMBA MAMBA Chef de Division chargé de la Protection

Démocratique Damas des Végétaux
du Congo Kinshasa — RDC
E-mail : damasmamba@yahoo.fr

11 | Sierra Leone Dr. Ibrahim Shamie, Head of | Freetown - Sierra Leone

Crop Protection Services Tel: 232 77 54 29 39/78 54 29 39
E-mail: imolshamie@yahoo.co.uk
12 | Tanzanie Mr. Katemani Mdili Plant Quarantine and Phytosanitary
Officer in charge Services
Dare es Salaam
Mobile : +255 686 178150,
+255 659 387945
E-mail : catemanmdily@yahoo.com
13 | Tchad Mme. BALAMTO ZARA N’'Djamena — Tchad

FOULZ],
Responsable du Controle
Phytosanitaire

E-mail: balamtozara@yahoo.fr
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14 | Togo M. KOUNOUTCHI Kokouvi, Direction de la Protection des Végatux
Ingénieur Agronome Tél: +228 90 13 47 48
E-mail: kounlaurent@yahoo.fr
15 | Cameroun M. Marcel BAKAK, Yaoundé — Cameroun
Membre du Comité des E-mail: mandjek4@yahoo.fr
Normes a la CIPV/FAO
16 | FAO Dr. Winfred .N.O. Hammond FAO
Africa Regional Country Representative
office. Accra- Tel: +250 252583719
Ghana +250 252583735
Fax:+250252583720
Mobile +250(0)788385767
E-mail: windfred-hammond@fao.org
17 | AU-TIAPSC Dr. MEZUI M’ELLA Jean UA/CPI
Gerard, B.P. 4170 Yaoundé — Cameroun
Directeur Tél: +237 222119 69
Mobile: +237 94 89 93 40
Fax: + 237222119 67
E-mail: jeangerardmezuimella@yahoo.fr
/
au-cpi@au-appo.org
18 | AU-TIAPSC Pr. BAHAMA Jean-Baptiste, | UA/CPI
Secrétaire Scientifique B.P. 4170 Yaoundé — Cameroun
Principal, Phytopathologie Tel: +237 22211969/
Mobile: +237 94 19 24 22
Fax: +237 22 21 19 67
E-mail: jbbaham2002@yahoo.fr
19 | AU-IAPSC M. ADANLETE Evenunye, UA/CPI
Responsable Administratif et | B.P. 4170 Yaoundé — Cameroun
Financier Tel:+237 22 21 19 69/
Mobile: +237 95 12 87 66
Fax: +237 22 20 21 08
E-mail: adanlete78@yahoo.fr
20 | AU-IAPSC M. NANA SANI Flaubert, UA/CPI

Ingénieur Agronome -
Phytopathologiste
Assistant du Secrétaire
Scientifique Principal,
Phytopathologie

B.P. 4170 Yaoundé — Cameroun
Tel: +237 22 21 19 69

Mobile: +237 77 87 27 64

Fax: +237 22 21 19 67

E-mail: nana_sani@yahoo.fr
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Annex.3. draft templates

Annex4 Speeches made during the opening ceremony

Annex4.1. Remarks on behalf of the FAO Regional Office for Africa by Dr.
Winkfred.N.O. Hammond, FAO Representative in Rwanda.

Honorable Minister,

Representative of the European Union,
The Director of the AU-IAPSC,
Distinguished Invited Guests

Ladies and Gentlemen,

| bring you greetings from Mme Maria Helena Semedo, Assistant Director General and FAO
Regional Representative for Africa, as well as my colleague, Hannah Clarendon, Crop
Protection Officer for Africa, who would have wished to be here with you but has to attend to
other commitments elsewhere.

In the first half of this century, as the world’s population grows to around 9 billion, global
demand for food, feed and fibre will nearly double while, increasingly, crops may also be
used for bioenergy and other industrial purposes. Poor countries will therefore need the
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development, economic and policy tools required to boost their agricultural production and
productivity, creating a healthy agricultural sector that is essential to overcome hunger and
poverty and is a pre-requisite for overall economic growth.

New and traditional demand for agricultural produce will thus put growing pressure on
already scarce agricultural resources. And while agriculture will be forced to compete for land
and water with sprawling urban settlements, it will also be required to serve on other major
fronts: adapting to and contributing to the mitigation of climate change, helping preserve
natural habitats, protecting endangered species and maintaining a high level of biodiversity.
As though this were not challenging enough, international travel and trade are greater than
ever before, and as people and commodities move around the world, organisms that present
risks to plants travel with them.

Pests introductions costs governments, farmers and consumers billions every year. Once pest
species are established their eradication is often impossible, and controlling them takes up a
significant percentage of the cost of producing food and related produce. In the 1980s I
happened to work on one of such cases; the reckless introduction of the cassava mealybug and
the cassava green mite from South America to Africa, whose infestations caused about
US$2.2billion to African governments, farmers and consumers.

In this regards, the role of the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC), whose
secretariat is provided by the Food and Agriculture Organization, cannot be overemphasized.
The Convention extends beyond the protection of cultivated plants to the protection of natural
flora and plant products. It takes into consideration both direct and indirect damage by pests,
so it includes weeds. It also covers vehicles, aircrafts and vessels, containers, and storage
places, soil and other objects or material that harbor or spread pests. The Convention provides
a framework and a forum for international cooperation, harmonization and technical exchange
between contracting parties.

The IPPC secretariat’s current work programme focuses on development of International
Standards for Phytosanitary Measures (ISPMs). As you may be aware, contracting parties to
the Convention activities, among several others, participate in implementing the IPPC
through:

e Membership through National Plant Protection Organizations (NPPOSs),
e Membership of Regional Plant Protection Organizations (RPPOs)
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Involvement in the development and adoption of international standards

Establishment in the rules and procedures for sharing of phytosanitary information

The implementation of standards and ISPMs, and

Sharing of technical information, experience and expertise,

In conformity with FAO’s strong believe and support to the goals and activities of the IPPC
through its various organs, | am here on behalf of the FAO Regional Office for Africa, to
provide support to the African Union-Inter African Phyto Sanitary Commision, and
participate in this PanAfrican NPPOs meeting to review the latest ISPMs drafts.

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, Colleagues Participants,

| have no doubt that with your rich know-how and years of experience in crop protection and
phytosanitary issues on our continent, we will be up to the task ahead of us this week, so we
can meet our deadline of submitting our final documents before 30 September 2011.

Thank you for your attention.
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Annex4.2 Welcome speech by the Director of AU-IAPSC

Monsieur le Directeur Général de ’Agriculture, Représentant le Ministre de
I’Agriculture et de I’Elevage, de la Péche et du Développement Rural,
Monsieur le Représentant de I’Organisation des Nations Unies pour I’Alimentation et

I’ Agriculture-Région Afrique,

Madame la Secrétaire Général de I’ Agriculture;

Monsieur le Directeur de Cabinet du Ministre de ’Agriculture, de I’Elevage, de la Péche
et du Développement Rural

Messieurs les Inspecteurs Généraux,

Messieurs les Directeurs Généraux du Ministére de I’Agriculture, de I’Elevage, de la
Péche et du Développement Rural,

Madame la Directeur du FIDA,

Mesdames Messieurs les Directeurs Techniques,

Mesdames Messieurs les Chefs de Services,

Mesdames Messieurs les Points Focaux du CODEX et de ’OIE,

Monsieur le Président du Comité National SPS,

Distingués invités,

Chers participants,
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Qu’il me soit permis de remercier de prime abord le Gouvernement de la République
Gabonaise a travers son Ministére de 1’Agriculture et du Développement Rural pour avoir
accepté d’abriter cette réunion d’échanges sur les projets de Normes Internationales pour les

Mesures Phytosanitaires et facilité sa préparation aussi bien logistique que technique.

C’est également un plaisir pour moi de remercier vous tous qui avez pu faire le déplacement
malgré I’annonce tardive de ’activité pour des raisons au dela de notre contrdle. Vous vous
rappellerez en effet qu’initialement la réunion était programmée pour juin 2011 pour pouvoir
bénéficier des fonds du projet PANASPSO qui, & Lusaka, avait promis de financer la
consultation. Il se fait que jusqu’a ce jour, ledit projet n’a pas pu disponibiliser les fonds alors
que la période de consultation touche bientdt a sa fin. C’est grace a un fonds réduit mis a la
disposition du Conseil Phytosanitaire Interafricain par la Commission de 1’Union Africaine
que la présente consultation a pu étre organisée. C’est pour cette raison que vous vous

retrouvez ici en nombre réduit pour discuter des projets de normes.

Nous vous souhaitons un agréable séjour a Libreville, la capitale de la République Gabonaise.
Distingués invités,

Chers Participants,

Il n’est point besoin de rappeler que cette réunion est d’une grande importance, car elle va
permettre des échanges sur les projets de normes phytosanitaires en cours d’élaboration avant
I’étape d’adoption. Et comme nous le savons tous, ces normes phytosanitaires, conditionnent

dans une large mesure 1’acces des produits agricoles sur les marchés mondiaux.

Les normes répondent en outre au souci de la CIPV de prévenir et de lutter contre
I’introduction et la dissémination des organismes nuisibles aux végétaux et aux produits
végétaux par des mesures appropriées et harmonisées. Elles répondent enfin au souci de
I’Accord sur les Mesures Sanitaires et Phytosanitaires de 1’Organisation Mondiale du
Commerce (Accord SPS) de protéger les ressources végeétales tout en réduisant au minimum

toute entrave au commerce international.

C’est pour cette raison que pour étre acceptées, les normes doivent répondre aux principes de
base approuvés sur le plan international et qu’avant leur adoption par la Commission des
Mesures Phytosanitaires, elles sont soumises a des discussions a différents niveaux: national,

régional et comme aujourd’hui, continental.
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Distingués invités,
Chers Participants,

La Commission de I’Union Africaine a travers ces bureaux techniques dont le CPI s’efforce
depuis quelques années de promouvoir la participation de 1’Afrique dans le processus
d’¢laboration et d’adoption des normes. C’est dans cette optique que le projet PANSPSO
financé par Union Européenne a appuyé différentes activités relatives a la normalisation
notamment les consultations panafricaines de 2009 et 2010. Il apparait cependant que notre
continent est encore en arriére aussi bien au niveau de la compréhension que de 1’application

des principes de base pour les mesures phytosanitaires.

Nous sommes donc appelés a redoubler d’efforts pour changer cette situation. Ainsi, la
présente consultation offrira une opportunité aux représentants des Organisations Nationales
de la Protections des Végétaux (ONPVs) d’approfondir la compréhension des projets de

normes en vue de formuler et transmettre des commentaires avisés.

L’atelier offrira également 1’occasion d’échanger sur les priorités africaines en matiére de

normalisation.
Chers participants,

Certains parmi vous ont fait un long déplacement et ont d( faire face a quelques difficultés
pour venir participer a cette consultation parce que vous accordez une grande importance a
cette activité. Nous ne doutons donc point que la rencontre apportera satisfaction aux attentes

de tout un chacun.
Nous vous souhaitons donc un travail fructueux et un agréable séjour a Libreville.

Merci de votre aimable attention
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Annex4.3. Opening speech by the Director General of the Ministry of Agriculture,
Livestock; Fishery and Rural Development of Gabon.

Monsieur le Représentant de la FAO,

Monsieur le Directeur du Conseil Phytosanitaire Interafricain de I’Union Africaine
Distingues invités,

Mesdames et messieurs,

Je voudrais, au nom du Ministre de I’ Agriculture, de I’Elevage et du Développement Rural du
Gouvernement de la République, vous exprimer toute ma gratitude pour avoir rehaussé de
votre présence 1’éclat de cette cérémonie d’ouverture de la consultation panafricaine des
Organisations Nationales de Protection des végétaux sur les projets de normes Internationales
pour les Mesures Phytosanitaires (NIMP). L’honneur m’échoit donc de vous souhaiter la
plus cordiale des bienvenues parmi nous.

Nul doute que votre présence ici témoigne de 1’intérét que vous accordez a la protection des
vegétaux, sujet de préoccupation tant pour la communauté international que pour la nation
gabonaise résolument tournée vers le développement du secteur agricole.

Aussi voudrais-je saluer ici, la présence des éminents experts du Comité des normes de la
FAO dont I’expérience dans ce domaine est reconnue. Je reste convaincu qu’a I’issue de cette
rencontre, leur apport aura contribué a I’amélioration des stratégies d’élaboration des normes
en examen cette année dotant ainsi les pays africains de moyens permettant d’améliorer la
sécurité alimentaire. Son excellence le Président de la République Ali BONGO ONDIMBA a
fait de ce secteur agricole le point d’orgue du pilier du Gabon Vert.

Monsieur le Représentant de la FAO,
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Monsieur le Directeur du Conseil Phytosanitaire de I’Union Africaine
Distingués invités,
Mesdames et messieurs,

L’agriculture a toujours été une activité de subsistance pour les populations gabonaises.

Conscient de la nécessité d’augmenter les productions agricoles en vue de satisfaire les
besoins alimentaires des fortes concentrations démographiques des zones urbaines,
résultante de I’exode rural, la principale stratégie visant 1’autosuffisance alimentaire nationale
est le recours a des importations de denrées alimentaires dont le colt dépasse actuellement les
200 milliards.

Cependant, I’importation intensive des végétaux et produits végétaux augmente
considérablement le risque d’introduction d’ organismes nuisibles aux cultures,  dont
I’impact constitue un facteur important de réduction des rendements agricoles et de
destruction des denrées stockées, une menace pour la sécurité alimentaire et une entrave aux
efforts de relance du secteur agricole.

A cet effet, ’atelier qui commence aujourd’hui, grace au précieux concours du CPI — UA de
la FAO, a tout son intérét pour le Gabon dans la mesure ou il s’inscrit dans cadre du
renforcement des capacités des pays africains a contribuer efficacement dans le processus
d’¢laboration des normes.

En vous appelant enfin, a beaucoup de rigueur et de dynamisme lors des travaux, je voudrais
attirer votre attention sur le fait que leurs résultats devraient nous permettre de concilier les
objectifs de développement agricole actuels avec les impératifs de protection de
I’environnement et singulierement des végétaux.

Je ne saurai clore mon propos sans rendre un vibrant hommage a la FAO et au CPl — UA qui,
jusqu’ici, n’ont ménagé aucun effort pour porter au Gabon leur assistance sous diverses
formes. Cela démontre a suffisance tout 1’intérét de ces institutions pour le développement
agricole de notre pays.

En souhaitant plein succes a vos travaux, je déclare ouvert la consultation panafricaine des
Organisations Nationales de Protection des Végétaux sur les projets de Normes
Internationales pour les Mesures Phytosanitaires

Je vous remercie.
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