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COMMISSION ON PHYTOSANITARY MEASURES

Sixth Session

Rome, 14-18 March 2011

General Reporting under the IPPC

Agenda Item 10.1 of the Provisional Agenda

I. INTRODUCTION

1.
Reporting and exchanging specified technical and official information is an integral part of the effective implementation of the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) and International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures (ISPMs). The text of the IPPC describes the rights, responsibilities and obligations of Contracting Parties, the IPPC Secretariat, the Regional Plant Protection Organizations and the FAO Director-General with respect to reporting IPPC-related information. The ISPMs provide further guidance.

2.
During the Bureau meeting in June 2010 it was noted that the IPPC’s reporting requirements were quite extensive and few IPPC contracting parties appeared to apply them in full. The Bureau asked the Secretariat to prepare a paper on official reporting arrangements and current practice under the IPPC for consideration by the CPM. Consequently, this paper assesses current reporting practices and examines how information exchange is currently conducted through the International Phytosanitary Portal (IPP – www

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ippc.int&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFMs3I5oiQn45HF4UFLYCqvVXR8zg".

HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ippc.int&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFMs3I5oiQn45HF4UFLYCqvVXR8zg"ippc
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HYPERLINK "http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ippc.int&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFMs3I5oiQn45HF4UFLYCqvVXR8zg"int) and makes recommendations for improvements.

II. ASSESSMENT OF CURRENT REPORTING PRACTICES

3.
Appendix XV of the report of ICPM-3 (2001) compiles the information exchange rights, responsibilities and obligations from the New Revised Text of the IPPC and serves as the basis for the reporting system currently available on the IPP.

4.
ICPM-3 also agreed that the preferred method of reporting national, Secretariat and Regional Plant Protection Organization (RPPO) information would be through the IPP. By meeting reporting obligations using the IPP, contracting parties agreed that this would replace the necessity to send the information to individual countries, Regional Plant Protection Organizations (RPPOs) and Secretariat (as the information is in the public domain, all contracting parties have access to this information).

Basic reporting requirements

5.
All contracting parties are required to meet the following seven basic reporting obligations:

· notification of an IPPC Official Contact Points (Art. VIII.2);

· provision of official pest reports (Art. VIII.1a);

· a description of the National Plant Protection Organization (Art. IV.4);

· phytosanitary requirements, restrictions and prohibitions (Art. VII.2b);

· lists of entry points (Art. VII.2d);

· lists of regulated pests (Art. VII.2i); and

· notification of emergency actions (Art. VII.6).

6.
Specific electronic forms on the IPP enable IPPC Official Contact Points and IPP editors to publish information in order to meet these reporting obligations. The percentages of Contracting Parties having used the IPP to meet their basic reporting obligations vary by region and by reporting category (Table 1).

7.
Feedback from NPPOs through surveys, workshop evaluations and other means indicates that the NPPOs value this information and in particular benefit from having access to contact information for national Contact Points, pest reports and publications documenting phytosanitary requirements, restrictions and prohibitions. Statistical analyses on the search phrases used to retrieve information from the site indicate that pest reports, contact information for NPPOs, phytosanitary requirements, entry points, regulated pest lists and descriptions of the NPPOs were among the top twenty categories of information most sought after in 2010, accounting for approximately 30% of the searches of the site (phrases entered into the site’s search tool between 1 January and 15 November 2010).

8.
The Secretariat is not in a position to monitor the information supplied by contracting parties for accuracy, relevance or timeliness. However, the Secretariat is aware that some information has not been entered correctly.

9.
It is also apparent that once contracting parties publish information on the IPP, it is not necessarily updated when it becomes outdated.

10.
There are a small number of contracting parties who very effectively utilize the IPP for reporting and are very effective in response to queries or correspondence.

11.
In 2010, a questionnaire on reporting was prepared in advance of two workshops on information exchange and the use of the IPP. For each of the basic reporting categories (with the exception of emergency actions), 40% or more of the respondents indicated that they already had information available to meet their reporting obligations, but that this information had not been posted on the IPP (descriptions of the NPPO = 40%; phytosanitary restrictions, requirements and prohibitions = 70%; regulated pest lists = 57%; and lists of entry points = 57%). The questionnaire also reminded NPPOs of their reporting requirements and stimulated some to upload more information to the IPP in order to meet their reporting obligations.

Table 1: Comparison of percentage of countries reporting by region and by reporting category

	
	Africa
( 50 )
	Asia
(28)
	Europe
(47)
	Latin Am. & Caribbean (33)
	Near East
(16)
	North America (2)
	Southwest Pacific (16)

	Reporting obligations 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Description of the NPPO 
	40 
	28 
	41 
	54 
	6 
	100 
	31 

	Legislation 
	42 
	32 
	43 
	51 
	18 
	100 
	25 

	Pest reports 
	14 
	10 
	17 
	45
	0 
	100 
	25 

	Lists of regulated pests 
	16 
	14 
	39 
	51
	6 
	100 
	25 

	Points of entry 
	42 
	17 
	31 
	63 
	18 
	100 
	43 

	Emergency action 
	4
	0 
	1 
	3 
	0 
	100 
	12 

	Optional reporting 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Non-compliance 
	4 
	7 
	0 
	3 
	0 
	0 
	0 

	Organizational arrangements of NPPO 
	10 
	0 
	3 
	9 
	0 
	0 
	12 

	Pest status 
	0 
	3 
	1 
	3 
	0 
	0 
	12 

	Rationale for regulations 
	0 
	0 
	7 
	6 
	0 
	0 
	12 


% = (number of countries in a region with one or more documents for a reporting category / total number of contracting parties in the region) × 100. Data from 30 November 2010
Optional reporting
12.
The Convention also identifies some types of information exchange that NPPOs generally undertake on a bilateral basis or upon request, namely information regarding significant instances of non-compliance (Art. VII.2f); organizational arrangements of plant protection (Art. IV.4); pest status (Art. VII.2j); and rationale for phytosanitary requirements (Art. VII.2c). Dedicated forms for publishing this optional information are also available on the IPP but have been used to a lesser extent than the forms for meeting the basic reporting obligations (see Table 1). The information that has been published using these forms suggests that the use of “optional” reporting categories is not well understood as information is frequently categorized incorrectly.

13.
Some NPPOs have indicated that they would like to have access to more information on pest status and Pest Risk Analysis (PRA) to help support key NPPO activities.

Implementation of ISPMs
14.
Thirty four ISPMs have been adopted, many of which specify particular types of information that NPPOs are responsible for providing upon request, e.g. documentation of inspection procedures and records (ISPM 23); documentation of eradication programs (ISPM 9); descriptions of equivalent measures and audits (ISPM 24); and relevant information on biocontrol organisms (ISPM 3).

15.
Dedicated forms are available for providing information regarding the national implementation of ISPM 15 (Regulation of wood packaging in international trade) and for the documentation of Pest Free Areas (PFAs) and Areas of Low Pest Prevalence (ALPPs). Analysis of the IPP statistics indicate that 28% of the searches were for information related to ISPM 15 and its implementation. Less than 1% of the site searches were for information related to PFAs and ALPPs.

16.
The IPP search statistics also indicate that many visitors to the site are looking for other information related to the implementation of ISPMs such as examples of model phytosanitary certificates. NPPOs have provided more than 30 examples of model phytosanitary certificates on the IPP, but these model certificates are not very easy to find using the current system.
III. RECOMMENDATIONS TO INCREASE REPORTING 
THROUGH THE IPP

17.
The Secretariat should:

· encourage contracting parties to fully meet their reporting obligations by using the IPP, particularly where they already have access to sufficient information to meet their obligations.
· contact IPPC contracting parties on an annual basis to remind them of their reporting obligations.

· analyse reporting by contracting parties through the generation of statistical summaries or graphics on the IPP.

· provide feedback on reporting status of countries into the Implementation Review and Support System (IRSS) process.

· develop e-learning modules that cover IPPC reporting / information exchange obligations and information to assist IPP editors and IPPC contact points to  understand clearly how to use the IPP.

· simplify, and where possible eliminate, unnecessary data entry forms (e.g. optional reporting and membership of other organizations).

· continue to work with all users to improve the usability and functionality of the IPP to ensure users’ needs are met

· regularly provide FAO regional and sub-regional officers with updates on IPPC reporting so that they may also facilitate this process when appropriate.
Contracting parties should:
· ensure information exchange mechanisms are established nationally that allow the IPPC contact point facilitate the country to meet its IPPC reporting obligations.
· establish a process by which information is regularly, and in a timely manner, provided on the IPP.

· ensure information provided through the IPP is up-to-date and reviewed regularly.

· when appropriate, work with relevant RPPOs to facilitate meeting their national reporting obligations.

· provide feedback to the Secretariat on improvements and challenges in using the IPP to meet their reporting obligations.

· when appropriate, work with the Secretariat and RPPOs to  establish their national reporting mechanisms and processes.

RPPOs should:
· actively encourage members to improve on meeting their reporting obligations.
· develop mechanisms whereby countries that wish to report through RPPOs can do so within the framework established by the Secretariat.

· develop electronic systems to undertake such reporting on behalf of countries that are compliant with the IPP and allow the automation of the process.

· provide feedback to the Secretariat on ways to improve the IPP so that member countries could enhance their reporting to the IPPC.

18.
Specific proposals on pest reporting are provided under CPM agenda item 10.2 (official pest reporting).

19.
The CPM is invited to:

1. note that many contracting parties do not fully meet their IPPC reporting obligations
2. encourage contracting parties to meet their IPPC reporting obligations.

3. note the recommendations to improve IPPC reporting, particularly through the IPP, as outlined in paragraphs 17-19.
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